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BARBADOS. 
Quarantine and sanitary report. 

Barbados, February 18, 1899. 

Sir : Since my circular on December 24 last, I have to report that 
St. Lucia has removed the quarantine against Caracas, La Guayra, 
Puerto Cabello, and Valencia in Venezuela, Santos in Brazil, and Cuba. 

Quarantine is in force at St. Lucia against Bahia, Para, and Bio 
Janeiro. 

Quarantine is in force at Barbados against Bahia, Cuba, Para, Bio 
Janeiro and Venezuela, except Barancas, Ciudad Bolivar, Caracas and 
La Guayra, arrivals from which last named places and Porto Rico are 
subjected to medical inspection. 

Para. — The British consul reports 6 deaths there from yellow fever in 
December, making 152 for the year ; but he added that the number as 
given in a local paper was 224. 

St. Thomas. — A. quarantine of. fifteen days has been declared there 
against Ponce, Porto Rico, for smallpox, a large number of cases having 
occurred there. 

Cayenne. — The British consul, under date of 2d instant, reports that 
the health of the colony is good. 

The reports forwarded by the chairman of St. Lucia quarantine board 
give the following particulars : 

Bahia. — For the fourteen days prior to January 21, 1899, 2 cases, 1 
death from yellow fever ; 33 cases, 5 deaths from smallpox. 

Para. — For the fourteen days prior to February 4, 1899, 6 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

Bio de Janeiro. — For the fourteen days prior to January 16, 1899, 27 
cases, 19 deaths from yellow fever ; 17 cases, 9 deaths from smallpox. 
For the fourteen days prior to January 30, 1899, 30 cases, 12 deaths 
from smallpox ; 60 cases, 43 deaths from yellow fever. 

Pernambuco.- — For the fourteen days prior to January 30, 1899, clean 
bill of health. 

I have to thank you for the bound copy of Health Reports to hand 
to-day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Jas. Sanderson, 
Cleric, Quarantine Board. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary report from Bio — Yellow fever at Bio and Victoria. 

Rio de Janeiro, February 9, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended January 27. There were 367 deaths from all causes, an 
increase of 84 as compared with the foregoing week; 10 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, an increase of 1 ; 28 deaths from yellow fever, an 
increase of 15 ; 8 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 3 ; 2 deaths from 
typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; no death from diphtheria, a decrease of 
1 ; ' 1 death from measles, the same as before ; 4 deaths from beriberi, an 
increase of 2, and 60 deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease of 8. 

Information. — Yellow fever is visibly increasing. In the above-men- 
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tioned official report we observe that there are noted 28 deaths per 
week ; in the following week there were 41 deaths, then followed days 
with 4, 8, 9, and 9 deaths from yellow fever. 

The localities in which the cases and deaths of yellow fever occurred 
are in different parts of the city ; but I desire to invite your attention 
to a special focus of yellow fever. This is in the vicinity of the cele- 
brated botanical garden. In that locality there are several large fac- 
tories (spinning and weaving), in which are employed from 600 to 1,000 
operatives. Moreover, there is in that vicinity a kind of cottage colony, 
a system of connected houses, divided into streets and yards ; and it was 
the intention of the company that erected those buildings to furnish to 
families and single people a comfortable residence for moderate rents. 
Besides, there are also in this district many old-fashioned houses ; there- 
fore, in that locality are agglomerated a large number of people who 
are not able to spend much for improvements for promoting their com- 
fort. Only the better class of houses have sewerage arrangements; 
some of the houses nothing of those arrangements, and instead bury the 
refuse in holes opened in the soil, and even where sewerage arrange- 
ments exist there is a lack of connection with the general sewerage 
system of the city. This connection should have been made by the 
city improvements company. That company, however, which is English, 
has financial difficulties with the government, which have not yet been 
settled, and it prefers to pay the fine, for which the contract provided, 
rather than execute the work, which is very costly. 

The proprietors of the houses in that locality have united and have 
established a sewerage system which conveys into a receptacle all the 
respective fecal matters. That receptacle is a large hole in the ground, 
the upper part of which is cemented. To prevent the overflow of fecal 
matter near the surface, there is an aspirator that carries off the surface 
water into a shallow river passing through the botanical garden and 
emptying into a lake (lagoa). In the rainy season, when the supply of 
water in the river is abundant, the conditions are tolerable. If there is a 
lack of water, and if the heat of the sun causes evaporation, the whole 
locality is pervaded with a terrible stench. For several months there 
has been discussion in regard to this extraordinary unhygienic situation, 
but nothing has been done. Now there has appeared a malignant yellow 
fever epidemic which has already made many victims, because in that 
locality there live and work a large number of foreigners. 

In these modern times, in which so much is said in regard to the 
yellow fever germ, we must not fail to observe that the only practical 
way of preventing epidemics is to remove by general hygienic measures 
the special germs of the disease. 

Very unfavorable news has arrived from Victoria, capital of the state 
of Espirito Santo. About one month ago yellow fever appeared there, 
which has probably been imported from Eio de Janeiro. The popula- 
tion of Victoria is estimated at 6,000. I learn that up to the present 
time the number of cases and deaths has been considerable, probably all 
foreigners. The foreign population is composed chiefly of Germans, 
Portuguese, English, and few Americans. Special quarantine measures 
have not been adopted. The wealthier people have already left the 
town ; a general panic prevails. In consequence of the great heat there 
is a general lack of water. 

It may be mentioned on this occasion, that yellow fever first appeared 
at Victoria, four years ago, when it was imported by a German steamer, 
sailing from Eio de. Janeiro. The epidemic at that time made many 
victims. 
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I have asked for telegraphic information in regard to the progress of 
the present epidemic and the United States vice-consul, Mr. Zinzen, has 
telegraphed as follows : 

Up to the present time it has been impossible for me to obtain official data ; however 
I learned that during January there occurred 20 deaths from yellow fever ; I will 
advise you in regard to the present state, when I receive information from the depart- 
ment of hygiene. 

February 4. From December 12 to date there have been 50 cases, of which 20 died, 
22 were cured, and 8 are under treatment. It is now thought that the epidemic is 
declining. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : February 3, bark Leorika, British, 
for Pensacola. February 4, steamship Galileo, Belgian, for New York ; 
steamship Strabo, British, for New Orleans and Galveston ; bark Bel- 
lona, British, for Ship Island. February 7, steamship Cyprian Prince, 
British, for New York. February 8, bark Werra, German, for Pensa- 
cola. February 9, bark Victoria, Norwegian, for Apalachicola. 
Bespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. M. S. 

CANADA. 

Smallpox in the province of Quebec. 

Montreal, March 10, 1899. 
Sir: The present status of smallpox in the province is as follows : 
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a Date of last report, February 23. 

6 Two very slight cases of varioloid among the already quarantined family. 

Yours, respectfully, Elzear Pelletier, 

Secretary Board of Health of the Province of Quebec. 

ONTARIO. 



Smallpox from January SO to February 22. 

Camden, Kent County, 3 cases ; Coburg, Northumberland and Dur- 
ham County, 1 case ; Cornwall, Stormont County, 1 case, 1 death ; East 
Hawkesbury, Prescott County, 10 cases, 1 death ; West Hawkesbury, 
Prescott iCounty, 5 cases, 2 deaths ; North Colchester, Essex County, 
1 case ; Osnabruck, Stormont County, 10 cases ; Toronto, York County, 
3 cases ; Williamsburg, Dundas County, 1 case, 1 death ; Wolford, 
Grenville County, 5 cases, 1 death. The cases in Stormont County were 
due to navvies exposed at Sonlanges Canal Works, coming to work in 
Osnabruck. The cases in Prescott County were due to canal workmen 
from Coteau, Quebec. 



